THURSDAY, JUNE 19

JUNETEENTH NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE DAY

ORIGINS OF JUNETEENTH NATIONAL
INDEPENDENCE DAY

In 2021, Juneteenth National Independence Day was
designated as a federal holiday. The occasion commem-
orates the emancipation of enslaved African Americans
in the United States. Its origins date back to a pivotal
moment in American history.

In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, declaring that all enslaved people
in Confederate-held territory were to be set free.
However, this proclamation didn't immediately reach
enslaved individuals in Texas due to the isolated nature
of the state and the ongoing Civil War.

It wasn't until June 19, 1865, that Union General
Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas, and issued
General Order No. 3, officially announcing the end of
slavery in the state and enforcing the Emancipation
Proclamation. This momentous declaration marked the
beginning of Juneteenth celebrations, which initially
included church gatherings, parades, and shared meals.

Scan the QR code to explore
our digital calendar and learn
more about significant dates
in June.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Juneteenth National Independence Day is a celebration
of freedom, resilience, and the ongoing struggle for
racial equality. It represents a living testament to the
enduring spirit of African Americans and their
determination to overcome centuries of oppression.

This holiday serves as a day when communities come
together to commemorate the end of slavery in the
United States. Its cultural significance is rooted in its
historical origins as the day when enslaved people in
Texas finally learned of their emancipation, two and a
half years after the Emancipation Proclamation. June-
teenth is a symbol of delayed but long-awaited justice.

Juneteenth celebrations are characterized by a rich
tapestry of traditions, including music, dance, storytelling,
and soulful feasts. It is a day to honor African American
heritage, with red symbolizing resilience, black represent-
ing the people, and green symbolizing growth and hope.

Juneteenth fosters unity and understanding, bringing
people of all backgrounds together to reflect on the
importance of racial equality, social justice, and the en-
during struggle for civil rights. It's a time for intergen-
erational dialogue and for passing down the legacy of
resilience and determination to younger generations.

President Joe Biden, joined by
Vice President Kamala Harris,
lawmakers, and guests, signs
the Juneteenth National
Independence Day Act Bill

on June 17, 2021, in the East
Room of the White House.

Official White House Photo
by Chandler West

IMPLICATIONS FOR ENDING RACISM

Juneteenth National Independence Day emphasizes
the importance of recognizing and celebrating the
achievements of African Americans throughout history,
highlighting their contributions to the nation.

The holiday encourages discussions about the enduring
challenges of racism and inequality. It prompts
individuals and communities to engage in meaningful
dialogue about the legacy of slavery and its continued
impact on American society, fostering a greater
understanding of these issues.

Juneteenth inspires individuals to take action in the
pursuit of racial justice. It serves as a call to address
systemic racism, discrimination, and social inequalities,
reinforcing the idea that the struggle for civil rights is
ongoing.

Juneteenth National Independence Day is a cultural
touchstone that highlights the importance of recogniz-
ing and asserting the historical contributions of African
Americans and serves as a powerful reminder of why
the advancement of social justice in the United States is
vital for the health of the entire nation and its people.
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Advoeacy in Action

Celebrate Pride Month. Recognize and support the intersection of LGBTQ+
and racial identities by attending events that highlight the experiences of
LGBTQ+ people of color. Engage in educational activities or donate to
organizations that advocate for these communities. Visit the Human
Rights Campaign (https:/www.hrc.org/) for resources and information.
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*June 25, 2013 - Shelby County v. Holder: In this Supreme Court case, key provisions (sections 4b and 5, both involving federal oversight of voting laws) of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 were struck down, leading to changes in voting laws and regulations, particularly in some states with a history of racial discrimination

in voting.




