
ORIGINS OF 1963 MARCH ON WASHINGTON

The 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom is one of history’s most significant 
civil rights events in the United States. One of the key catalysts for the march was the 
continued segregation and discrimination faced by African Americans, as well as a series of 
violent confrontations in the South, including the Birmingham campaign. Civil rights 
leaders and organizations, including Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., A. Philip Randolph, and 
Bayard Rustin, played pivotal roles in organizing the event.

A. Philip Randolph, a respected labor leader and civil rights activist, had proposed a mass 
march on the nation's capital to demand economic and civil rights for African Americans 
as early as the 1940s. In 1963, this idea gained significant momentum as various civil 
rights groups, religious organizations, and concerned citizens joined forces. The March on 
Washington aimed to address not only racial segregation and discrimination but also the 
economic disparities that disproportionately affected African Americans.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The 1963 March on Washington is best known for being the setting where Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. delivered his iconic "I Have a Dream" speech. This speech articulated the 
vision of a more just and equitable society, where individuals are judged by the content of 
their character rather than the color of their skin. The march was attended by an estimated 
250,000 people of all races, making it one of the largest political rallies for civil rights in 
American history. Its nonviolent nature and diverse, peaceful assembly were emblematic 
of the principles of the civil rights movement. The march also played a crucial role in 
putting pressure on the government to enact meaningful civil rights legislation.

IMPLICATIONS FOR ENDING RACISM

The 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom led to the passage of significant civil 
rights legislation, including the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
These laws aimed to dismantle institutionalized segregation and discrimination and secure 
voting rights for African Americans. The march demonstrated the power of nonviolent 
resistance, mass mobilization, and the importance of public awareness in the fight against 
racism. Additionally, the march has served as an inspiration for subsequent generations of 
activists and advocates.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28                             1963 MARCH ON WASHINGTON
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Scan the QR code to learn more about significant dates in August.
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     August 2025
Advocacy in Action

Explore Black History Beyond the Civil Rights Movement. Visit local 
museums or historical sites that focus on the broader scope of Black 
history, including the arts, sciences, and politics. Share stories about 
lesser-known Black figures and their contributions. Visit the National 
Museum of African American History and Culture: https://nmaahc.si.edu/
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* August 6, 1965 - Voting Rights Act of 1965: This landmark legislation aimed to eliminate racial discrimination in voting by removing 
barriers to voting, such as literacy tests, and requiring federal approval for changes in voting procedures in areas with a history of racial 
discrimination.
* August 18, 1920 - 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution (ratified in 1920): This amendment granted white women the right to vote, 
ending the denial of suffrage based on sex. 


